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Let’s Play!



Vision
A sport for life for anyone, anywhere, 
anytime

Mission
With our partners promote participation in 
badminton as an inclusive sport for life and  
encourage the growth of badminton athletes,  

coaches and officials across Australia.

Values

R eal Collaboration

A chieving as a  Team  

L eadership drives us  

L ots of Fun

Y es to Inclusion

5
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Let’s Play!

Message From The President
Andrew Greenway
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Dear Members and Key Stakeholders,

It is my pleasure to present the Badminton 
Australia Annual Report for 2023. It is 
wonderful to be able to reflect on a year which 
has seen significant growth across our sport. 
We enter an exciting period as we start to 
gather momentum towards another Olympic 
Games and ultimately towards Brisbane 2032.

Badminton across the country is flourishing. 
Recent data released from the Australian 
Government shows more than 400.000 people 
participating in badminton activities. For many, 
badminton is the sport of choice for families. 
Participation rates in national and state-based 
competitions continue to improve, along the 
playing standard and competition opportunities 
available to players. The hard work and 
investments by each of our states and 
territories over the past few years, is now 
starting to show a return on those investments. 

We are currently in an Olympic qualification 
period, with many of our Falcon's and Para-
Falcon players travelling to gain vital 
qualification points for Paris 2024. It’s really 
exciting to report that both our able bodied 
and para-badminton players are exceeding 
expectations and putting in some brilliant 
performances against quality international 
competition. It’s a gruelling 12-month period, 
but I know the whole badminton community is 
behind them and supporting them.

I'd also like to acknowledge the work of our 
coaches, Leanne, Vountus, Ian and most 
recently Brent for the planning and expertise 
they provide to our athletes. I'd like to 
acknowledge our staff who have worked 
tirelessly over the past 12 months to deliver on 
our strategic and operational priorities. We 
have seen some changes in our staffing over 
the past year, but it’s also pleasing that the 
skills and abilities they have developed with 
their time at Badminton Australia are highly 
valued by other organisations. 

To Jamie, Ashley, Renuga, Claire, Grant and 
Djoeke, we thank you for all your hard work 
during your time with Badminton Australia. I'm 
also pleased to be able to welcome our new 
team, led by TJ, who continue to deliver the 
organisations activities. It’s been wonderful to 
see the injection of this new skill set into the 
organisation.

We are also fortunate to be able to bring on 3 
new board members who bring significant 
business and commercial experience to our 
board. A warm welcome to Kaitlin, Paul and 
Aditi. We look forward to leveraging your skills 
and expertise to drive our strategic agenda. I'd 
also like to thank Geraldine, Julie and Rayoni 
for their ongoing time, commitment and 
expertise. The skills, experience and diverse 
knowledge they all bring to the table, along 
with their unwavering passion for the sport 
continue to ensure that strong robust 
discussions lead to positive outcomes for our 
sport.
 
The strong support we receive from Sport 
Australia, Australian Olympic Committee and 
Commonwealth Games Australia, has been 
extremely important in delivering on 
Badminton Australia's key activities. Our 
friends at Badminton Oceania and BWF have 
also provided vital support so that we can offer 
high quality international events locally here in 
Australia. The return of the Australian 
Badminton Open in 2022 and 2023 has been 
outstanding. Our partners at ABL have done an 
outstanding job in delivering the event on our 
behalf . Sell-out crowds for the finals days 
created some lasting memories for everyone 
involved. We're fortunate that the event can 
continue through until 2026 in its current 
Super 500 level tournament. 

Finally, I'd like to offer a big thanks to our 
member states and territories, partner 
organisations and sponsors. It's extremely 
important to me that we continue to work 
together so that the sport we love continues on 
the upward growth trajectory and that we 
continue on this journey of working together to 
grow the sport we love.
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STATE & TERRITORY MEMBERS

ACT
President: Olaf Schuermann 
Board: Alan Kisbee, Raymond  
Kan, Brideen Allen, Sheehan Lim  
& Indu Sealey

NSW
President: Vincent Ng
Board: Michael Chen, Murray 
Gooch, Toby Wong, Victoria Wang, 
Catherine Tjoa, Wilson Kwok, Dr 
Athin Sujeer & Carolyn Toh

NT
President: Fiona Dunbar-Smith
Board: Lyn Ansell, Karel Sykora, 
Russell Williams, Alex Cao,Sam 
Senaratne, Josh Huynh, Chin Liew, 
Rodney Pearce & John Stark

QLD
President: Christine Luck
Secretary: Tristan Clow
Treasurer: Bob Braid 

SA
President: Simon Oaten
Board: Helen Bethell, Eliza Le Mire, 
Joseph Campbell, Andrew Wong,          
Chloe Chong, Simon Watkins & Julie Bridge
Staff: Vivian lee

TAS
President: Brent Munday
Board: Robert Brockman, Paul Brettell, 
Debby McGinniss, Leesa Grundy,              
Mark Steczkowicz, David Turner, 
Karen Arnold & Gillian Turner

VIC
President: Rochelle Liyanage 
Board: Peejade Cheng, Bhavi Desai, 
Gillian  Patmore, Pierce Lucas, Cynthia 
Tam (appointed) & Paul Reining 
(appointed, ceased 07/23).
Staff: Tjitte Weistra (ceased 05/23)   
Clint Proctor (from 05/23), Nick Pettitt,        
Olivia Na (ceased 01/23),               
Varshana Swamy Kumar (from 02/23) & 
Ross Smith

WA
President: Mark Cunningham  
Board: Dr. Judith Cousins (VP), Christine 
Ferguson, Kim Rodgers, Lily Buttrose, 
Lisa Chapman
Staff: Ghaz Ramli, Sam Jones & Ryan Lin
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HONOUR BOARD

Australian Badminton Association
Founded 13 August 1935 in Melbourne, Victoria

Year Joined

1935 South Australia
Tasmania  
Victoria

1936 Western Australia 
1937 New South Wales 
1950 Queensland

Australian Capital Territory 
Northern Territory

Badminton Australia Limited
A Public Company Limited by Guarantee with a
Registered Office in Victoria since 13 February 
2017.

Affiliations and Membership

1936 Became 11th member of the International  
Badminton Federation

1987 Founder member with New Zealand of 
Oceania Badminton Confederation

Affiliated to Australian Olympic Committee, 
Commonwealth Games Australia and 
Paralympics Australia

Life Members

Don Stockins OAM CitWA 
Cedric A Baxter OAM
Rob Fyfe OAM  
Robin Bryant
Hon Roy Ward OAM (dec’d) 
Ralph W Ede Clendinnen (dec’d)

Presidents

1935
1937
1938
1939
1940 - 1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951

Ralph W Ede Clendinnen (VIC) 
William L Spinkston (SA)
H R Fisher (TAS)
William L Spinkston (SA)
Play suspended World War II 
W Alfred Lennard (VIC) 
Canon M James Mays (TAS) 
Rev Ernest E Bryant (WA)  
William L Spinkston (SA)
W Alfred Lennard (VIC)

1952 William A Burke (TAS)
1953 Keith Baker (WA)
1954 W Raymond Weisheit (VIC)
1955 E N Alexander (NSW)
1956 William A Burke (TAS)
1966 Alan M Cowburn (NSW)
1967 Douglas G Chapman (QLD)
1968 Barry Seidel (TAS)
1969 George M Taylor (TAS)
1970 Robert J  Cadd (SA)
1971 Cedric A Baxter (WA)
1972 John TW Little (VIC)
1973 R T Pasco (NSW)
1974 Douglas G Chapman (QLD)
1975 Harry Thompson (TAS)
1976 Lindsay W Gordon (SA)
1977 Cedric A Baxter (WA)
1978 Hon H Roy Ward MLC, JP (VIC)
1979 Roy J Hurn (NSW)
1980 Ronald A Whittle (TAS)
1981 Sidney Grimwade (QLD)
1982 Barbara O’Brien (SA)
1983 Don Stockins (WA)

1983 Hon H Roy Ward
OAM, FIBA, IOM, JP (VIC)

G Robin Bryant (ACT) 
Geraldine Brown OAM (TAS) 
Andrew Greenway (QLD)

1996
2008
2019

Secretaries

1935
1938
1959
1968
1979

Harold B Wray (VIC) 
H Roy Brady (VIC)
W Robert Hindson (VIC) 
Robert O Fyfe (VIC) 
Cedric A Baxter (WA)

Executive Directors/Chief Executives

1991
1997
2001
2003
2003
2007
2008
2018
2018
2019
2020
2023

J  Dennis Morgan OAM 
Julia Phillips
Bill Storey Smith  
Mark Drehlich 
Stuart Borrie 
Damian Kelly 
Paul Brettell
Andrew Greenway (Acting) 
Derek O’Leary
Peter Roberts (Acting) 
Jamie Parsons
Tjitte Weistra
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BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS
President:
Andrew Greenway

Board

Julie McDonald 
Geraldine Brown 
Sophia Varelas (ceased 07/23) 

Rayoni Nelson

Paul Reining (appointed 08/23)

Adithi Biswas (appointed 08/23)

Kaitlin Mason (appointed 08/23)

BADMINTON 
AUSTRALIA STAFF

Chief Executive Oficer
Jamie Parsons (ceased 02/23)
Clare Walker (acting 01/02-05/23)
Tjitte Weistra (from 05/23)

National Participation & Shuttle  Smash 
Manager
Clare Walker

Event & Communications Manager
Anthony Pinda

Pathways Performance Manager
Ashley Naumann (ceased 01/23)

Finance Coordinator
Anita Barbuto

National Head Coach
Leanne Choo

National Assistant Head Coach
Vountus Indra Mawan Saniru

National Development Manager
Renuga Veeran

National Para Head Coach
Ian Bridge

National Para Badminton Coordinator
Grant Manzoney (ceased 06/23)

Participation Coordinator
Claire Firth (ceased 06/23)

HP Office & Finance Admin.
Djoeke Hoedemaker (ceased 12/22)
Kurt Andrew (from 05/23) 

Events Coordinator
Peter Roberts
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Tjitte “TJ” Weistra

Message From the CEO
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It’s an absolute pleasure to present the 2023 Annual Report to our States & Territories. The first six 
months of working with the wider badminton community have been a privilege and I am grateful for the 
way everyone has been open and willing to share their feedback with me. The passion and enthusiasm 
amongst all those involved is encouraging and provides a great platform to embrace the opportunities 
and challenges that lie ahead of us. I’m confident that together, we can continue to grow our sport as we 
are building further momentum with key stakeholders.

There were some significant staff changes throughout the 2022/2023 financial year, but I am convinced 
that we have a fantastic team of staff working extremely hard and I could not be prouder of their 
commitment, dedication, and achievements. 

As CEO, I am supported by a dedicated Board of Directors who have a strong and diverse skillset. The 
members of the Board are equally passionate about the success of Badminton Australia and badminton 
in Australia, from grassroots through to high-performance. To the full board, thank you for your trust 
and support.

Over the past few years and since Covid19, some significant changes to our National Carnivals were 
piloted and these are all being put under the microscope in preparation for the 2024 calendar year to 
ensure that these events, which carry so much history, are delivered in a way which is meaningful and 
creates the right opportunity for our S/T’s and players to participate. 

The sporting industry landscape has changed significantly over the past decade with Covid19 
accelerating some key trends even further. The Mega Trends report released by the Australian Sports 
Commission provides a great overview of the challenges and opportunities that the sporting industry 
faces and those sports that are able to embrace and capitalise on those trends, will have a significant 
advantage over other sports in the coming decade. I strongly believe that badminton is in a unique 
position to go from strength to strength and together, we need to ensure that we don’t miss that 
opportunity. The Member Forum held in August was a great way to start a conversation about the future 
of our sport and we will continue those discussions in the new year.

From a High-Performance perspective, all eyes are on Paris 2024 for both Able Bodies and Para. I am 
convinced that Australia will be well and proudly represented by those that end up qualifying. It will be 
an amazing event with a games like never before especially after the restrictions which were in place in 
Tokyo. We are all 100% behind our Falcons and we are doing what we can to support players to 
successfully qualify. This will hopefully wipe out some of the huge disappointment we all felt when the 
Commonwealth Games 2026 were cancelled by the Victorian State Government. We of course hope that 
the CWG2026 will go ahead somewhere in Australia, and we are supporting the Commonwealth Games 
Association where we can and are hoping for a positive outcome.

I would like to acknowledge the incredible support we receive from Yonex, the Australian Sports 
Commission, the Australian Institute of Sport, The Australian Olympic Committee, Paralympics Australia 
and the Commonwealth Games Association. Without their investment and support, we would not be able 
to support our players, coaches and entire participation and performance pathways.

To the many officials and volunteers across the country, thank you very much for your continued 
support and enthusiasm. You truly are the backbone of the sport, and we couldn’t be more grateful for 
ensuring that our events and activities happen across the country.
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KEY ACHIEVEMENTS

Participants

347,300 Players

35,378 Sporting  
Schools & 

School 
Competitions

319 Coaches

226 Officials

Digital Reach

84,210 Website  
Users

15,520 The Shuttler  
Subscribers

494,769 Facebook  
Impressions

378,210 Instagram  
Impressions

640 LinkedIn Followers
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COMMITTEES

BATOC

Sandra David (Chair) 
Peter Cocker
Tristan Clow  
Kelly Hoare
Robert Brockman

National Selectors

Ashley Naumann (ceased 01/23) 
Stuart Brehaut (ceased 08/22)
Ken Hoppen (ceased 03/23)
Andrew Surman (ceased 03/23)
Renuga Veeran (ceased 08/23)
Ben Walklate
Leanne Choo (from 12/22)
Vountus Saniru (from 02/23)
Alice Wu (from 07/23)
Robin Middleton (Independent Chair,
from 07/23)

Para Working Group

Rod Rantall Melinda Gunson
Duke Trench-Thiedeman  Kay Coady
Geraldine Brown 
Jamie Parsons (Staff, ceased 02/23))
Ian Bridge (National Para Coach)

Finance and Risk Committee (FAR)

Julie McDonald (Chair) 
Andrew Greenway 
Geraldine Brown 
Michael Franks (External)  
Jamie Parsons (Staff, ceased 02/23)
TJ Weistra (Staff, from 05/23)
Adithi Biswas (from 08/23)
Anita Barbuto (Staff)

HP Strategy Committee

Andrew Greenway (Chair) Geraldine 
Brown
Julie McDonald
Jamie Parsons (Staff, ceased 02/23) 
Ashley Naumann (Staff, ceased 01/23)

18

Governance Committee

Rayoni Nelson (Chair)
Andrew Greenway
Luke van Kempen (External)
Jamie Parsons (ceased 02/23)
TJ Weistra (Staff, from 05/23)
Paul Reining (from 08/23)



FINANCE REPORT

Julie McDonald & Anita Barbuto

Badminton Australia’s (BA’s) financial result for the 2022/23 year was a surplus of $185,513, which was due 

to: 

▪ Grant funding received for purchasing of assets being court mats and shuttle machines
▪ Purchase of equipment classified as inventory during the financial year for new participants to the 

Shuttle Smash program
▪ Operational budget control which enabled the retention of Sporting Schools net income.
▪ Overall BA events operated in surplus. 

This was the first ‘business as usual’ financial year post the pandemic, which saw elevated activity, for 
which:

▪ BA was able to run five events (National and International), including the Australian Badminton Open 
which experienced sell-out crowds.

▪ International travel substantially increased for High Performance and Para-badminton, where players 
attended the Commonwealth Games, World Junior Championships, Para Badminton World 
Championships, and many other international tournaments/events.

▪ BA board approved the use of reserves amounting to $50K in total, to provide financial support to 
Para-Badminton given the increased Para activity and travel to events.

▪ Players commenced in the second half of the year to travel and gain tournament experience and points 
in preparation for the Paris Olympics.

Looking ahead, BA will continue to invest in the High Performance and Participation strategies with the 

financial support of the Australian Sports Commission, Australian Olympic Commission, Commonwealth 

Games Australia, Paralympics, BWF and Badminton Oceania.

The budget for 2023/24 is expected to make an overall statutory loss of $60.7k, which includes $29.5k 

funded from BA reserves for Para High Performance and the remaining loss associated with depreciation 

from the prior year's capital purchases and supply of Shuttle Smash stock. All operational and funded areas 

have been budgeted to break-even.

Asset purchases were funded by the National Sports Organisation Small Infrastructure funding. The funding 
was taken to revenue at the time of purchase and the expense to the Balance sheet to be depreciated over 
the estimated useful life of the assets (a net result of zero over time).
Shuttle Smash branded equipment was funded by the Shuttle Smash Program funding. The funding was 
taken to income in the year of purchase and the expense to the Balance Sheet as Inventory to be granted to 
new providers, trials, etc in future periods (a net result of zero over time).

ii Asset purchases were funded by the National Sports Organisation Small Infrastructure funding. The 
funding was taken to revenue at the time of purchase and the expense to the Balance sheet to be 
depreciated over the estimated useful life of the assets (a net result of zero over time).

ii Shuttle Smash branded equipment was funded by the Shuttle Smash Program funding. The funding was 
taken to income in the year of purchase and the expense to the Balance Sheet as Inventory to be granted to 
new providers, trials, etc in future periods (a net result of zero over time).
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High Performance -  The Falcons

Senior Falcons
It’s been a big year of setting up the high-performance program and I am so proud of Badminton Australia’s staff, 
coaches and athletes. We have successfully implemented a daily training environment in Melbourne with 2 full-time 
coaches, access to the Victorian Institute of Sport and have had brilliant international competition success. 

Australia’s major performance achievements were highlighted by:
• Oceania Team Championship Winners and qualified for Sudirman Cup
• 4 Gold Medals at Oceania Championships – Tiffany Ho (Women’s Singles), Setyana Mapasa/Sylvinna Kurniawan 

(Women’s Doubles), Kenneth Choo/Gronya Sommerville (Mixed Doubles), Kenneth Choo/Rayne Wang (Men’s 
Doubles).

• Sudirman Cup Team qualification (Tiffany Ho, Gronya Somerville, Kaitlyn Ea, Angela Yu, Sydney Go, Nathan 
Tang, Rayne Wang, Kenneth Choo, Ricky Tang, Jack Yu).

Sudirman Cup
The Australian team was selected with a performance focus for the tournament as well as development. For 9 out of 
the 10 players, it was their debut at the Sudirman Cup. The team endured a very tough tournament competing with 
the world’s best teams. Everyone in the team performed above expectation and Gronya and Kenneth managed to 
secure an emphatic win against India. Whilst the results did not equate to wins for the team, it was crucial for the 
players to experience and identify where the performance gaps lie in their game and which areas need to improve 
for future international success. 

International competition  
One of the high-performance priority key strategic areas is to increase the number of players competing at 
international tournaments. The number of players competing in international tournaments has doubled and players 
are competing in three times the number of tournaments compared to previous years. Our athletes continue to 
qualify and prepare for the 2024 Paris Olympic Games. The performances of our athletes at recent tournaments and 
events indicate that Australia should be well represented in Paris.

22

Leanne Choo

National Head Coach



International competition performances and results to highlight: 
• Gold Medal at Dutch International Series – Gronya Somerville/Kenneth Choo 
• Gold Medal at Mongolia International Challenge - Gronya Somerville/Kenneth Choo
• Silver Medal at Mongolia International Challenge - Angela Yu/Setyana Mapasa
• Bronze Medal at Dutch International Series – Angela Yu/Tiffany Ho 
• Bronze Medal at Saipan International Challenge – Angela Yu/Setyana Mapasa

We reviewed the AIS Athlete Categorised Framework which aligns with the What It Takes To Win (WITTW) 
model to ensure world class standards and benchmarks are adhered to. 
We are immensely proud of our high-performance program and achievements over this past year, and I 
could not be more excited for badminton in Australia and the opportunities that will come our way. 

Junior Falcons
The National Development Camps gave a great opportunity for the junior falcons and coaches to come 
together and focus on player development. A total of three national camps were conducted.

Tournament Highlights 
• Oceania Championship 2023: Australia beat New Zealand and won 4 out of the 5 Individual events which 

was a great results for the players.
• National events successfully contributed to the selection of  the Junior Falcons.
• BWF WJC in Spain with Australia finishing 19th in the team event. 

State Camps 
State development camps were successfully conducted in NT, TAS and SA.

Individual Performance Plans
Significant work went into the AIS AMS platform for players and coaches so it’s more user friendly and 
beneficial in recording the progress of players to help coaches with training and schedules. The IPP is being 
conducted for all players in the Junior Falcons squad every 4 months which can also be used during 
reselections for future events and teams.

Let’s Play!
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Financial Support and Strategic 
Development
Badminton Australia secured vital funding from 
the Australian Institute of Sport (AIS) for the 
Badminton Australia Para Performance Pathway 
program. This funding facilitated tailored 
strategies, encompassing Individual Athlete 
Performance Plans, player development camps, 
athlete event and tournament subsidies, and will 
contribute to the preparation of the 2024/28 
Performance Pathway strategy for the LA2028 
cycle. The financial backing also enabled the 
development of an official categorization policy in 
collaboration with AIS, ushering in opportunities 
for high performing athletes to receive dAIS 
funding. This policy, coupled with an updated 
selection policy aligned with the new National 
Sports Tribunal (NST) selection framework, will be 
unveiled in the second quarter of the 2023/24 
year, paving the way for the 2024 season.

International Participation and 
Achievements
The year witnessed spirited participation from 
Australian Para Badminton players on the global 
stage. Notable events included the VICTOR 
Oceania Para Badminton Championships in July 
2022, the Thailand Para Badminton International 
in August, the HULIC DAIHATSU BWF Para 
Badminton World Championships in November, 
and several other international tournaments in 
2023. Australian athletes showcased their skills, 
with commendable performances by many of our 
National Para Falcons.

Para Badminton
Clare Walker
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Developments and Inclusivity Initiatives
In tandem with international competitions, 
Badminton Australia spearheaded initiatives to 
bolster Para Badminton participation. The 
introduction of the Shuttle Smash program catered 
to young enthusiasts aged 5-12, fostering 
inclusivity and accessibility. Collaborations with 
partner organizations, including Disability Sports 
Australia and Variety Australia, enabled the 
integration of Shuttle Smash into Activate 
Inclusion Sports Days, a multisport participation 
opportunity for children with disabilities. 
Moreover, state organizations embraced all-ability 
and disability inclusion programs, demonstrating 
our commitment to making Para Badminton 
accessible to all.

Appreciation and Future Prospects
As we venture into the new year, our focus 
remains steadfast on strategic priorities aligned 
with performance and participation funding. We 
express our heartfelt gratitude to the dedicated 
individuals nationwide who support the Para 
Badminton program. Your contributions, no matter 
how big or small, significantly impact our 
endeavour and are profoundly valued.

Australian Para Badminton stands poised at the 
threshold of exciting opportunities and 
challenges. With unwavering determination, 
collaborative partnerships, and the support of our 
community, we are confident in achieving new 
milestones and elevating Para Badminton to 
greater heights in the years to come.

Thank you for your continued support!

The 2022-2023 year marked significant progress for Australian 
Para Badminton, coinciding with the start of the 2024 

Paralympics qualification period. This period was instrumental 
in shaping the trajectory of our athletes and the sport itself. 
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Shuttle Smash Program
During 2022/2023, our attention was prominently 
focused on participation, building upon the 
groundwork laid in 2021/22 after securing a grant 
from the Australian Sports Commission. This 
funding facilitated the creation of an innovative 
entry-level participation product for badminton. 
Through the Shuttle Smash program, we 
developed a comprehensive range of resources, 
empowering Shuttle Smash providers with the 
flexibility to deliver engaging sessions to 
individuals of all ages, anywhere, and at any time. 
Notably, our partnership with DMC Sport ensured 
the provision of branded equipment, fostering a 
consistent and recognizable experience for 
participants.

The program’s launch at the Australian Badminton 
Open tournament garnered significant attention, 
with over twenty-six 5- to 12-year-olds, local 
clubs, organizations, and distinguished guests 
participating in a memorable session on centre 
court. Following this, a virtual launch attracted 
nearly 100 clubs and organizations, leading to 
over 60 registered Shuttle Smash providers 
nationwide. This achievement was further 
celebrated with a successful event at the 
Melbourne Sport and Aquatic Centre, where 115 
children, 10 volunteer leaders, and our 
ambassadors, Nathan Tang and Gronya Somerville, 
enthusiastically engaged with the program. We 
mourn the loss of Sean Yap, a passionate Shuttle 
Smash leader and program supporter, whose 
contributions were both invaluable and 
memorable.

Sporting Schools Participation
Building on the surge in Shuttle Time participation 
observed in 2021/22, we maintained consistency 
with 34,951 participants in 2022/23. While the 
participation numbers remained stable, we are 
continually evaluating package options and 
equipment offerings to meet the evolving needs of 
schools and participants. Our focus in the 
upcoming year will intensify on expanding our 
Shuttle Time workforce to further enhance our 
outreach capabilities.

Participation
Clare Walker
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Inclusion Initiatives
One of our pivotal achievements this year was the 
development of an inclusion policy, accomplished 
with the support of Pride in Sport. This 
collaboration, bolstered by our commitment to 
inclusivity, positions us as a leading force in 
promoting diverse sexuality and gender within 
sports. Additionally, our partnership with Disability 
Sport Australia resulted in the integration of 
badminton into their Activate Inclusion Sport Days, 
extending our reach to people with disabilities. 
Many states & territories, along with their clubs, 
run local inclusion activities and we applaud you 
for your continued efforts to allow more people to 
experience the sport.

Coach Education
Coach Education has dropped off slightly in the 
past 12 months, however four BWF Level 1 courses 
have been offered; two in Victoria with a total of 
22 participants across both courses; one in New 
South Wales (20 participants) and one in South 
Australia (17 participants). 

Shuttle Time education will be a focus for the 
2023/24 year, with only one course running in 
Victoria during 2022/23 with 9 participants. 
Badminton Australia Foundation courses were 
facilitated by 4 states and territories with a total of 
41 participants, whilst 270 enrolled in the online 
component with a 77% competition rate. 

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to 
the dedicated Badminton Australia team, our 
esteemed partners, sponsors, and the entire 
badminton community for their unwavering 
support. Together, we continue to strive for an 
inclusive and vibrant badminton environment, 
nurturing a lifelong passion for the sport among 
Australians. With collective determination and 
innovative strategies, we are poised for even 
greater achievements in the coming year.

I am pleased to present the Badminton Australia Annual Report 
for 2022/23, focusing on our steadfast commitment to 

promoting active participation and fostering inclusivity for the 
sport of badminton.





Events
Anthony Pinda
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The 2022/23 Financial Year marked a full calendar of events after 

previous COVID-19 related cancellations during 2021/22. The full line-

up of Open, age group championships and International BWF sanctioned 

events were held across three different states.

Across Badminton Australia’s National Championship events there was high interest in overall participation. Across 

all National Carnivals with a total of:

• 861 players playing across all carnivals

• Over 2000 matches played

In addition, Badminton Australia also hosted other BWF sanctioned events including the Sydney International 

(October 5-9), the YONEX Bendigo International (October 12-16) and the SATHIO Group Australian Open in Sydney 

(November 15-20). Other positive developments were the securing of these events on multi-year sponsorship 

contracts with State Governments and Local Councils.

My involvement with events during 2022/23 may be limited, but I have grasped a thorough insight into how they 

are delivered across multiple age groups and the requirements of hosting international BWF sanctioned 

tournaments. This experience has given me the opportunity to analyse Badminton Australia’s involvement in these 

events and elements of the delivery which I aim to enhance in the future.

Event areas that I am excited to enhance include:

• Improved live streaming with the prospect of monetising the service.

• Increase in the number of non-match related activities at National Championships such as Shuttle Smash clinics, 

Falcons meet-and-greets, engagement with event sponsors and other family-friendly activities.

• Further opportunities for new and existing technical officials to advance their skills.

• Increase in spectatorship with the possibility of introducing entry fees.

• Providing internship opportunities for students to advance their skills with sport and event management.

Badminton Australia is in a strong position to host its own National Championship events with assistance from the 

Badminton Australia Technical Officials Committee, State & Territories and local hosts. Furthermore, Badminton 

Australia is developing a positive reputation within the global badminton community as an ideal host for 

international events due to the ongoing success of the Australian Badminton Open, Bendigo and Sydney 

International.

Last but certainly not least, a massive thank you to Michael Fariman and the team at Yonex for all their event 

sponsorship support. It truly does make a huge difference to our events, and we are extremely grateful for the 

partnership with Yonex.







Technical Officials

Sandra David -  BATOC Chair
Badminton Australian Technical Officials Committee (BATOC) Report

2022 – 2023 in Review

The year as proved very productive for Australian Court officials, now everything is getting back to normal, after 2 
very quiet years. There were, so many opportunities for our officials to get further experience, with many major 
events held in the Oceania Region.  This financial year saw many umpires and referees travelling to Oceania 
Championships in New Zealand, and 2 internationals held in Northern Marianas. 

In 2022, BATOC ran “Umpire in training” courses at both the Under 15 and Under 17 Nationals. There have been 
many positives from this with not only 14 new umpires, now in the system, but it also provided States the option 
to fulfill their requirements of supplying an umpire for each team entered.  Many of these new umpires came from 
States, where they do not have the qualified Officials to run such courses. 

National Carnivals are a valuable source for the advancement of our Officials.  Not only do these provide the 
opportunity to develop skills over consistent days but is a fantastic opportunity for officials from all states to work 
together and learn from each other.  Promotes good teamwork.  

The 2022 Under 17 National Carnival, saw Referee Eugene Glazman (WA) become a National Certificated Referee. 

At 2023 Ede Clendinnen carnival, we saw the following Umpires become National Certificate Umpires. 

• Casim Casim (Tas), Chaithanya Madhyastha (Vic), JD Aldo Auleebux (Vic), Paul Garvey (WA), and
Sachin Vishwanath (WA)

BATOC also saw, Umpire, Ravi Nandan (Vic) successfully assessed to Oceania Accredited level, Umpires Cynthia 
Tam (Vic) and Joshua Ho (NSW) and Referee Sandra David (Vic) assessed at Oceania Certificated Level. 

Badminton Australia continues to be well represented on the BWF Circuit, with David Turner (Tas) being added to 
the BWF Umpire Assessment/Appraiser Panel.

• Chair of BWF Referee assessor/appraiser Jane Wheatley
• BWF Umpire Assessor/Appraisers Greg Vellicott (WA) , David Turner(TAS)  and Kelly Hoare (WA)
• BWF Technical Officials Commission member Peter Cocker. 

The number of Australian BWF Umpires, has decreased to 1 due to the retirement of Kelly Hoare, but the future is 
looking good as we have two Umpires on BWF pathways, with the view of reaching the highest level, in the 
upcoming years. I would like to take this chance to thank Kelly, who represented Australia for many years as a BWF 
Umpire, with appointments at all major events over her career in the chair. 

BWF line judges from Australia now total 6.  It was so encouraging to see so many applicants for the positions, 
that become vacant every two years. 

The Future

2023-2024 is shaping up to be another big year for Court Officials. BATOC are looking forward to continuing the 
“umpire in Training “Courses at the carnival and are intending to add a Referee in Training Course at the Senior 
Nationals in May 2024. 

BATOC are looking forward to the release of an Australian Tossing coin set at the 2023 ABO.  One set will be given 
to all active Umpires, and sets will be available for officials to purchase, if they wish to take overseas as exchange 
gifts for international events.  

BATOC is also working on an online basic umpire course aimed at Juniors. 

I would personally like to thank all concerned for your support and commitment, as we all work together as a 
team, to the future development and opportunities of all Court Officials.
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Digital
Anthony Pinda

During the 2022/23 Financial Year, Badminton Australia’s digital presence experienced strong levels of growth 

led by content primarily related to high-performance events such as the 2022 Commonwealth Games in 

Birmingham, YONEX Bendigo International, Australian Open, National Team and Individual Championship events, 

Sudirman Cup and other international tournaments.

A new strategy being utilised by Badminton Australia which acted as a catalyst to increase overall digital presence 

was the live streaming of National Championships events via YouTube and Facebook which was well-received by 

players and spectators, while simultaneously increasing event sponsorship viability.

In addition, programs offered by Badminton Australia such as Shuttle Smash, National Camps, development 

programs and partner content from Badminton Oceania and the BWF also played a key role in leading digital 

content growth.

Across Badminton Australia’s social media channels there’s been the following growth of overall engagement:

• 544,436 people reached on Facebook, an increase of 145.1%.

• More than 37,000 Facebook page visits, an increase of 19.7% and a 32.7% increase in overall page likes.

• Instagram reach is now at 16,952 up 19.3% and profile visits increased 124.8% to 18,355.

• Instagram growth was steady with 500 new followers.

• The Shuttler E-Newsletter was delivered to more than 14,000 Subscribers with an average open rate of 

42.2%.

• Badminton Australia E-Coach Newsletter was delivered to 196 recipients with an average open rate of 

64.8%.

Digital areas that I am excited to enhance include:

·  Increase in the development of Badminton Australia created content such as coaching tips,      

interviews with Falcons and staff, and other social media material.

·  Improved quality of live streaming service.

·  Utilising our existing social media platforms and website to grow and engage more members from 

both the Australian and international badminton communities.

·  Increase collaborations with sponsors, athletes, and other sporting codes to broaden user reach.

Never has the importance of digital presence been more crucial to the growth of sports organisations due to the 

ongoing increase of online communications. Badminton Australia intends to utilise its existing assets to ensure 

we are recognised as a socially responsible and digitally in touch organisation participating in the online 

community.

Let’s Play!
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Financials



BADMINTON AUSTRALIA 

LIMITED  ABN 48 329 756 219

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 

30 June 2023
.
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Badminton Australia

Level 2, Sports House 375 Albert Road
Albert Park VIC 3016  

T: +61 3 83195717

www.badminton.org.au

Our Sponsors & Partners

http://www.badminton.org.au/
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