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Acknowledgement of Country
Badminton Australia acknowledges and pays respect to the 

Traditional Owners of the Country on which we all meet, 
connect and play sport, and which we call home.

We pay respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Elders and peoples past and present.

Badminton Australia also recognizes the contributions of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to Australian 

society and sport, and the power of sport to promote 
reconciliation.
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✓ Success for both the Men’s & Women’s Oceania Team Championships in Geelong 
with both teams taking out the Gold and qualifying for the Thomas & Uber Cup 

Finals in Chengdu, China.

✓ Badminton Australia extends its sincere appreciation to Badminton Oceania for 
their support to our T/U Cup teams that participated in the T/U Cup Finals.
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✓ Largest Para Badminton contingent ever at the 2024 BWF Para 
Badminton World Championships held in Thailand in February 2024
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Vision
A sport for life for anyone, anywhere, 
anytime

Mission
With our partners promote participation in 
badminton as an inclusive sport for life and  
encourage the growth of badminton
athletes,  coaches and officials across
Australia.

Values

Real Collaboration

A chieving as a Team

L eadership drives us

Lots of Fun

Y es to Inclusion
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✓ 2024 BWF Thomas & Uber Cup Teams – Chengdu, China

✓ 2024 Ede Clendinnen Shield Winners – NSW Thunder
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To all members, key stakeholders and 
badminton family in Australia.

It is my pleasure to present the Badminton 
Australia (BA) Annual Report for 2024. This is 
my first report as President, and to reflect on 
another great year for badminton in Australia.
During this year we had a number of our 
players both able and para continue to travel 
to tournaments to gain valuable qualification 
points for Olympic selection. Our players had 
some significant performances against quality 
international players, further showing how 
Australian players are improving on the world 
circuit.
It was wonderful to have Tiffany Ho, Setyana 
Malpasa, Angela Yu, Celine Vinot and Mischa 
Ginns gain selection and participate in Paris. 
Congratulations girls.
I would also like to acknowledge the hard 
work of our coaches, Leanne Choo, Vountus 
Saniru and Ian Bridge for work with our 
Falcons and Para Falcons, and your ongoing 
commitment to help our players rise through 
the world ranks and fly the Australian flag.
Badminton continues to flourish in Australia, 
further cementing that badminton is 
becoming a sport of choice for many 
Australians. BA’s program of Shuttle Smash 
and the support of the states to promote 
engagement in badminton, is proving to 
provide young new players a platform to 
participate in our great sport.
All of our success over the past 12 months 
comes from the support from the Australian 
Sports Commission, Australian Olympic 
Committee, Paralympics Australia, and 
Commonwealth Games Australia. Their 
support is vital to ensure delivery of BA’s 
strategic priorities, and programs to continue 
to provide badminton as a sport to 
Australians. Additionally, our friends at 
Badminton Oceania and BWF who provide 
assistance when hosting international events 
in Australia and hope our ongoing 
relationships continues to thrive. Once again 
Australian Badminton fans were entertained 
with world class players playing at the ABO in 
June 2024, and I would like to acknowledge 
our partner ABL for their outstanding work in 
bringing the ABO to the fans and showcasing 
us around the world, and their sponsors for 
supporting the delivery of this world class 
event.

The board of BA said goodbye to Andrew 
Greenway this year after serving for many 
years on the board including four as 
President. BA board continues to ensure full 
compliance with all governance, financial, and 
national policies to provide a safe supporting 
platform for our sport. I would like to thank 
Geraldine, Rayoni, Paul, Aditi, and Kaitlin for 
their support and bringing their expertise to 
the board to ensure good decision making.
The growth and ongoing showcasing of our 
sport does not happen without a great team, 
lead by TJ and supported by Sonia, Anthony, 
Anna, Peter, Abbie, and Helen. It is great to 
see their passion and dedication in delivering 
the best possible outcome for ongoing 
improvement within our sport. A big thank 
you for your professionalism and commitment 
and look forward to see further great results 
in 2025.
Finally, my thanks and gratitude to our 
member states and territories, partners and 
sponsors. We do not exist without your help 
and support and look forward to continue to 
work together so badminton grows, and we 
aim to achieve our agreed objectives into the 
future.
I am absolutely so proud as a player, coach 
and supporter of badminton to be entrusted 
into this position of President of BA and to 
support in some way to further promote and 
make badminton great in Australia. Thank 

you.
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STATE & TERRITORY MEMBERS

ACT
President: Olaf Schuermann 
Board: Alan Kisbee, Raymond  
Kan, Sheehan Lim  & Cassandra 
Yap

NSW
President: Carolyn Toh
Board: Michael Chen, Murray 
Gooch, Toby Wong, Victoria Wang, 
Catherine Tjoa, David Huang & John 
Ling

NT
President: Fiona Dunbar-Smith
Board: Lyn Ansell, Karel Sykora, 
Russell Williams, Alex Cao,Sam 
Senaratne, Josh Huynh, Chin Liew, 
Rodney Pearce & John Stark

QLD
President: Christine Luck
Secretary: Tristan Clow
Treasurer: Bob Braid 

SA
President: Simon Oaten
Board: Helen Bethell, Eliza Le Mire,  Andrew 
Wong, Satya Damodhar, Simon Watkins & Julie 
Bridge
Secretary: Sharon Riggs
Bookkeeper: Julia Chin
Staff: Vivian lee

TAS
President: Brent Munday
Vice-President: Leesa Grundy
Board: Robert Brockman, Paul Brettell, 
Debby McGinniss, Mark Steczkowicz, David 
Turner,  Alexander Stow, and Jane Kabalan 
Secretary: Abbie Rothery

VIC
President: Rochelle Liyanage 
Board: Peejade Cheng, Pierce Lucas, 
Cynthia Tam, Jackie Cheuk
Staff: Clint Proctor, Nick Pettitt,        
Varshana Swamy Kumar, Vountus 
Saniru & Ross Smith

WA
President: Christine Ferguson  
Board: Brendan Bradley, David Chadderton, 
Lily Buttrose & Tina Fu
Staff: Ghaz Ramli (ceased July ‘24), Ryan 
Lin
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HONOUR BOARD

Australian Badminton Association
Founded 13August 1935 in Melbourne, Victoria

Year Joined

1935 South Australia
Tasmania  
Victoria

1936 Western Australia
1937 New South Wales
1950 Queensland

Australian Capital Territory
Northern Territory

Badminton Australia Limited
A Public Company Limited by Guarantee with a
Registered Office in Victoria since 13 February 
2017.

Affiliations and Membership

1936 Became 11thmember of the International  
Badminton Federation

1987 Founder member with New Zealand of 
Oceania Badminton Confederation

Affiliated to Australian Olympic Committee, 
Commonwealth Games Australia and 
Paralympics Australia

Life Members

Don Stockins OAM CitWA
Cedric A Baxter OAM
Rob Fyfe OAM  
Robin Bryant
Hon Roy Ward OAM (dec’d) 
Ralph W Ede Clendinnen (dec’d)

Presidents

1935
1937
1938
1939
1940 - 1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951

Ralph W Ede Clendinnen (VIC) 
William LSpinkston (SA)
H R Fisher (TAS)
William LSpinkston (SA)
Play suspended World War II 
W Alfred Lennard (VIC) 
Canon M James Mays (TAS) 
Rev Ernest E Bryant (WA)  
William LSpinkston (SA)
W Alfred Lennard (VIC)

1952 William A Burke (TAS)
1953 Keith Baker (WA)
1954 W Raymond Weisheit (VIC)
1955 E N Alexander (NSW)
1956 William A Burke (TAS)
1966 Alan M Cowburn (NSW)
1967 Douglas G Chapman (QLD)
1968 Barry Seidel (TAS)
1969 George M Taylor (TAS)
1970 Robert J Cadd (SA)
1971 Cedric A Baxter (WA)
1972 John TW Little (VIC)
1973 R T Pasco (NSW)
1974 Douglas G Chapman (QLD)
1975 Harry Thompson (TAS)
1976 Lindsay W Gordon (SA)
1977 Cedric A Baxter (WA)
1978 Hon H Roy Ward MLC, JP (VIC)
1979 Roy J Hurn (NSW)
1980 Ronald A Whittle (TAS)
1981 Sidney Grimwade (QLD)
1982 Barbara O’Brien (SA)
1983 Don Stockins (WA)

1983 Hon H Roy Ward
OAM, FIBA, IOM, JP (VIC)

G Robin Bryant (ACT) 
Geraldine Brown OAM (TAS) 
Andrew Greenway (QLD)
Julie McDonald (VIC)

1996
2008
2019
2023

Secretaries
1935
1938
1959
1968
1979

Harold B Wray (VIC) 
H Roy Brady (VIC)
W Robert Hindson (VIC) 
Robert O Fyfe (VIC) 
Cedric A Baxter (WA)

Executive Directors/Chief Executives

1991
1997
2001
2003
2003
2007
2008
2018
2018
2019
2020
2023

J Dennis Morgan OAM 
Julia Phillips
Bill Storey Smith  
Mark Drehlich
Stuart Borrie 
Damian Kelly 
Paul Brettell
Andrew Greenway (Acting) 
Derek O’Leary
Peter Roberts (Acting) 
Jamie Parsons
Tjitte Weistra
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BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS
President:
Julie McDonald

Board

Geraldine Brown 
Andrew Greenway 

Rayoni Nelson

Paul Reining

Aditi Biswas

Kaitlin Mason

BADMINTON 
AUSTRALIA STAFF

Chief Executive Oficer
Tjitte Weistra

National Participation & Para Manager
Clare Walker (ceased 05/24)

Event & Communications Manager
Anthony Pinda

Pathways Performance Manager
Ashley Naumann (ceased 01/23)

Finance Controller
Anita Barbuto (ceased 03/24)
Anna Ronald (from 03/24)

National Head Coach
Leanne Choo

National Assistant Head Coach
Vountus Indra Mawan Saniru

National Development Manager
Renuga Veeran (ceased 08/23)
Brent Miller (from 09/23)

National Para Head Coach
Ian Bridge

HP Office & Finance Admin.
Kurt Andrew (ceased 05/24) 

Events Coordinator
Peter Roberts

National Ranking, Sporting Schools & 
International Entries Administrator
Abbie Rothery ( from 04/24)
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Tjitte “TJ” Weistra

Message From the CEO
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It’s an absolute pleasure to present the 2024 Annual Report to our States & 

Territories. It has been a very intense year with plenty of fantastic achievements 

across all areas of the organisation while there remains plenty of hard work ahead

 of us. There were some further staff changes in the past 12 months, but  I am very pleased with the 

hard working, passionate and dedicated team that we have in place. I must extend my sincere gratitude 

to all staff for their incredible work ethic and the quality of work they collectively produce week in and 

week out. I must especially acknowledge Clare Walker and Anita Barbuto for their incredible contribution 

during their time at BA.

I would also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the Board of Directors, led by Julie McDonald. The 

passion amongst the board is noticeable in everything they do, and I must extend a special appreciation 

to Rayoni Nelson, Chair of the Governance Committee, for her incredible work leading all things 

Governance. Under Rayoni’s leadership, BA’s Governance is going from strength to strength, and this is 

recognised by the ASC who have been praising BA’s work in governance.

Our 4-year Strategic Plan is coming to an end in 2024, and we are working hard on shaping the new 

Strategic Plan for which we started consulting with S/T’s and the badminton community in June and 

further input will be requested soon once we have our first draft ready.

The Member Forum held in conjunction with the Sathio Group Australian Badminton Open in June was 

again a huge success with robust and constructive discussions being held on matters that will shape our 

sport moving forward. The landscape continues to change, and our sport continues to grow. A great 

problem to have however, it does mean that we collectively need to come together to align ourselves 

with the organic growth of badminton but also the expectations being placed on all NSO’s by the ASC 

that from March 2026, we have a robust national database in place. This has been widely discussed 

already and we will all need to have our noses pointing in the same direction or risk being left behind 

from a participation funding perspective.

From a High-Performance perspective, all eyes were on the Olympic and Paralympic Games qualifying 

period which ended in April 2024. We were proud to have 5 female athletes qualify across able-bodied 

and Para and I congratulate Tiffany Ho, Angela Yu, Setyana Mapasa, Celine Vinot, and Mischa Ginns on 

their incredible efforts throughout the qualifying campaign and being rewarded with a ticket to Paris. 

The changing landscape of badminton is also impacting our traditional High-Performance structure, 

especially when it comes to the Senior Falcons, and I would be lying if I’d say we haven’t been challenged 

in this space. The new “What It Takes To Win” (WITTW) model and HP Strategy is a start into a new 

direction but there is a lot of work to do to underpin that strategy with a solid and sound structure on 

the ground in the various daily performance environments around the country to ensure athletes can 

thrive. Individual athletes are achieving some great results internationally and in the Oceania region, we 

are certainly on top but we are aiming much higher than that with the new performance targets for LA 

2028 being to qualify in all five disciplines and to win a first every Para Badminton medal. With the 

Commonwealth Games 2026 not featuring badminton, we have a long runway into LA and we will need 

to make sure that we are ready for take-off. 

I want to express my sincere gratitude for the outstanding support we receive from Yonex, the 

Australian Sports Commission, the Australian Institute of Sport, the Australian Olympic Committee, 

Paralympics Australia, and the Commonwealth Games Association. Their investment and commitment are 

essential in enabling us to support our athletes, coaches, and the entire participation and performance 

pathways.

To our member states and territories and all the dedicated officials and volunteers nationwide, we deeply 

appreciate your unwavering support and enthusiasm. You are the true backbone of this sport, and we 

are incredibly grateful for your commitment in making our events and activities possible across the 

country.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9H28ilZma0s 

Badminton Australia is proud to continue our valued partnership with 
Pride in Sport Australia. To find out more about our Inclusion Policy and 

what we do to promote inclusion, go to 
https://www.badminton.org.au/lgbtq-badminton 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9H28ilZma0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9H28ilZma0s
https://www.badminton.org.au/lgbtq-badminton


COMMITTEES

BATOC

Sandra David (Chair) 
Peter Cocker
Tristan Clow (ceased)
Kelly Hoare
Robert Brockman

National Selectors Panel

Robin Middleton (Independent Chair)
Renuga Veeran (ceased 08/23)
Brent Miller (from 09/23)
Leanne Choo
Vountus Saniru
Ben Walklate (Independent)
Alice Wu (independent)

Finance and Risk (FAR)

Julie McDonald (Chair) 
Andrew Greenway 
Geraldine Brown 
Michael Franks (External)  
Aditi Biswas
TJ Weistra (Staff, from 05/23)
Anita Barbuto (ceased 03/24)
Anna Ronald (From 03/24)

HP & Para

Julie McDonald (Chair)
Geraldine Brown
Andrew Greenway
Clare Walker (ceased, 05/24)
Leanne Choo
Brent Miller
Tjitte Weistra
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Governance

Rayoni Nelson (Chair)
Kaitlin Mason
Paul Reining
Tjitte Weistra

Para Selection Panel

Stephen Hadlow (Independent)
Clare Walker (ceased 05/24)
Ian Bridge

Corporate Strategy

Paul Reining (Chair)
Kaitlin Mason
Andrew Greenway
Tjitte Weistra

Nominations & Remunerations

Julie McDonald (Chair)
Luke van Kempen (Independent)
Paul Reining

Coaching

Geraldine Brown (Chair)
Tjitte Weistra
Aditi Biswas
Julie McDonald
Clare Walker (ceased, 05/24)



Governance & Integrity
Rayoni Nelson
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Governance and Integrity Committee Report

The Governance and Integrity Committee addresses Board governance in 
line with the Australian Sports Commission Sport Governance Standards 
and sport integrity as aligned to the Sport Integrity Australia National 
Integrity Framework.

During 2023-24, Badminton Australia:
✓ Released new Sport Integrity Australia National Integrity Framework 

Policies
✓ Developed and implemented a Director Code of Conduct, in line with 

Badminton Australia’s Governance and Organisational Enhancement 
Plan

✓ Released a Conflict of Interest Policy, replacing a previous Register of 
Interest Policy

✓ Released a new Social Media Policy
✓ Completed an annual Board evaluation process
✓ Monitored the review of Badminton Australia policies in line with an 

annual Badminton Australia Governance and Policy Framework
✓ Managed complaints in line with Badminton Australia’s policies and 

responsibilities.

The National Integrity Framework Policies include the:
✓ Badminton Australia Safeguarding Children and Young People Policy
✓ Badminton Australia Member Protection Policy
✓ Badminton Australia Complaints, Disputes and Discipline Policy
✓ Badminton Australia Competition Manipulation and Sport Gambling 

Policy
✓ Badminton Australia Improper Use of Drugs and Medicine Policy
✓ Badminton Australia Code of Conduct

Looking ahead, Badminton Australia will continue to review its policies and 
action improvements in line with Badminton Australia’s Governance and 
Organisational Enhancement Plan. Badminton Australia will also continue 
to review its Constitution in line with Sport Governance Standards and the 
National Integrity Framework.
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2024 – Overview

This year has been marked by significant achievements, challenges, and 
developments for the High-Performance Program, with our athletes competing 
across multiple continents and key tournaments. We have worked to enhance our 
high-performance program, refine our structure, and prepare athletes for major 
competitions, including the 2024 Paris Olympics.

International Competition and Key Results

Our athletes participated in numerous tournaments across Europe, Asia, South 
America, and Oceania, with some notable highlights:⁃ Kaoshiung Masters 100 – Setyana Mapasa and Angela Yu secured a historic 

win, marking one of the biggest achievements for Badminton Australia in 
recent years. They followed this up with another strong performance at the 
Bendigo International Challenge and Sydney International Challenge, with two 
Gold Medals. ⁃ Peru International Challenge – Ken Choo and Gronya Sommerville placed 3rd in 
mixed doubles, with Gronya and Kaitlyn Ea also placing 3rd in women's 
doubles. Tiffany Ho reached the quarter-finals.

20

Leanne Choo

National Head Coach

Brent Miller

National Performance Manager

High Performance



⁃ Thomas & Uber Cup – Both the Men’s and Women’s teams secured 
qualification for the finals by winning the Oceania Team Championships.⁃ European Tournaments - Our athletes competed in the All England 1000 and 
the French Open 750, Swiss Open, gaining the best results we have seen and 
valuable experience in high-level international competitions.

Olympic Qualifying
The qualification process for the 2024 Paris Olympics was a rigorous challenge 
that tested our athletes both physically and mentally. We are proud to have 
qualified three exceptional players: Setyana Mapasa and Angela Yu in women's 
doubles, and Tiffany Ho in women's singles.

Development & Education
Increasing the number of players competing at international tournaments has 
been, and remains, a key strategic priority. In the past year, international 
tournaments primarily served to expose players to the global competition level 
and highlight areas for improvement. Moving forward, these tournaments will 
serve a new purpose: to assess and evaluate the effectiveness of the skills and 
learnings the players have been working on.

Future Outlook
As we look ahead, our primary goal is to qualify for all 5 disciplines at the LA 
2028 Olympics. To achieve this ambitious objective, we will focus on prioritising 
education, player development and international competition throughout the 
pathway, ensuring that each athlete has a clear understanding of the 
requirements for success. This involves aligning individual performance plans 
with our overall high-performance (HP) structure and reinforcing our What It 
Takes To Win model at the highest level.

This past year has highlighted the resilience, growth, and potential within our 
athletes and our high-performance program. It has also underscored the areas 
where we need to continuously focus our efforts and improve. By addressing 
these areas with a strategic and committed approach, we can further enhance our 
program and better prepare our athletes for future challenges.                                                                                                                 
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Junior Falcons
Programme highlights from the year included the World Junior Championships held in 
Spokane, USA. The 10 strong team consisted of Asher Ooi, Jie Ying Chan, Shrey Dhand, 
Frederick Zhou, Jordan Yang, Isabella Yan, Jazmine Lam, Sydney Tjonadi, Dania Nugroho and 
Catrina Tan finishing 25th overall.

In the Individual event, standout results were:
o Jordan Yang and Sydney Tjonadi in the Mixed Doubles winning through to the round 

of 32.
o Catrina Tan in the Womens Singles winning through to the round of 32.
o Jordan Yang and Frederick Zhao in the Men’s Doubles winning through to the round 

of 32.

Junior Falcons Camps
Three camps were held over the financial year at Maribyrnong College, MSAC and the 
Australian Institute of sport in Canberra. Athletes benefited from having 9 sparring partners 
from Chinese Taipei for the duration of the MSAC camp in January. Open invitations to 
Performance Pathway Partners coaches were extended for these camps with 4 of the 5 partners 
present across these camps. Moving forward, an open invitation to these camps will be 
extended to private coaches of Junior Falcons to attend future camps to ensure we all work 
closely together for the benefit of holistic athlete development.

Badminton Oceania Development Opportunity in Thailand
As part of the Badminton Oceania development program, Badminton Australia was fortunate to 
receive support from Badminton Oceania to send 4 athletes and 1 coach to Thailand to train at 
Banthongyord and compete in the BAT Yonex Pathumthani Junior International Series. Ephraim 
Stephen Sam, Jadyen Lim, Maureen Clarissa Wijaya and Victoria Tjonadi attended with Tom 
Champion (SA) as coach.

Shonai U16 Invitational Event
Through support from Badminton Oceania, Badminton Australia received an invitation to 
compete at the Shonai U16 invitational event. Mimi Ngo and Aneesh Nirmal represented 
Australia with both tasting success in both the pool and knockout stages to finish in the 
11th/12th place brackets. Following the event both took the opportunity to spend a week 
training at Futaba Future Junior High school in Hirono.

Performance Pathway Partners
Following feedback and consultation from partners and states a new revamped PPP structure 
was rolled out. The new structure has two different types of partners, first being those that are 
the primary daily performance environment (DPE) for athletes and provide the on-court 
training. The second being partners which provides support in other areas such as academics, 
strength and conditioning, physio and other, these are support service provider (SSP) partners 
and mainly aimed at secondary schools who state-based provide specific support to high-
performance athletes. 

We currently have the following PPP partners:
DPE - NBC, PBA and Maribyrnong Sports Academy
SSP - Pymble Ladies College, Meriden School and Maribyrnong Sports Academy

We will be actively looking to expand the PPP program to include more partners which includes 
state-based and delivered performance programs, clubs/academies, and where athletes don’t 
have access to structured programs, we will look at partnerships with individual coaches to 
ensure athletes have the best possible support network available to continue their 

development.           22
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A total of 3 BWF Level 1 Courses were held, 1 x BWF Level 2, 1 x BWF 
Level 3, 10 x Foundation Courses, and 5 Shuttle Time Courses were held 

in the 2023/2024 FY.



General Participation

This year has seen several key achievements in the 

area of general participation. Badminton Australia 

successfully secured a key Australian Sports 

Commission (ASC) grant, Play Well to undertake a 

Shuttle Smash expansion project. These grants are 

pivotal in driving our participation initiatives and 

enabling us to launch a series of successful 

programs. In celebration of unity and diversity, 

Badminton Australia proudly unveiled a new 

Indigenous artwork this year, capturing the 

essence of the nation’s badminton community. 

Created by Kiewa Austin-Rioli, a talented young 

artist of Gunditjmara and Tiwi Islander heritage, 

this distinctive masterpiece has been incorporated 

into staff uniforms and polo tops for our National 

Falcons players. The artwork stands as a 

testament to the strength, support, and 

togetherness that define the sport of badminton in 

Australia. Through this initiative, we continue to 

honor and integrate Indigenous culture into our 

sporting fabric, promoting inclusivity and 

appreciation across our community.

Our commitment to community engagement was 

evident in several initiatives, such as 

collaborations with Badminton New South Wales 

and Badminton Victoria to deliver Shuttle Smash 

activations at events targeted for diverse 

populations, including LGBTQ+ communities and 

people with disabilities. Additionally, our reporting 

and compliance efforts have been robust, with 

timely submissions for ASC Participation Growth 

Funding. We remain dedicated to meeting and 

progressing towards the majority of our ASC 

growth funding goals, ensuring our programs 

align with the Australian Sports Commission’s Play 

Well investment objectives.

Participation & Para
Clare Walker
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Coaching Initiatives

In the realm of coaching, with the help of 

Badminton Oceania, have made significant strides. 

Over the course of the year, multiple coaching 

webinars and courses were delivered, including 

BWF Level 1 and Level 3 courses, Shuttle Time 

Teacher/Tutor courses, and BA Foundation 

Coaching courses. These sessions have received 

positive feedback, underscoring the quality and 

impact of our coaching programs. The feedback 

from various forums has led to a comprehensive 

review and update of our coaching curriculum, 

ensuring it remains relevant and effective in 

developing coaches across all levels.

Looking ahead, we plan to integrate more of our 

coaching content into online platforms, thereby 

reducing logistical barriers and enhancing 

accessibility for coaches nationwide. By embracing 

digital solutions, we aim to create a more flexible 

and inclusive coaching environment, enabling 

more individuals to participate in our programs 

regardless of their geographic location.

Officiating Developments

Our officiating programs have also seen 

impressive developments. We successfully 

delivered new referee and official courses, which 

have significantly contributed to our pool of well-

trained referees and officials ready to support 

both national and international events. The 

adoption of new ASC officiating resources has 

allowed us to enhance our training modules, 

making them more contemporary and aligned with 

best practices.

Future plans include the development of junior 
officiating programs aimed at engaging younger 
participants. This strategy aims to create a 
sustainable pipeline of qualified officials, ensuring 
long-term growth and stability in our officiating 
ranks. Additionally, we intend to move more of our 
umpiring course content online, reducing the need 
for face-to-face sessions and making training 
more accessible.

The 2023-2024 period has been a dynamic year for Badminton Australia in the realms of 

Participation and Para Badminton. We achieved significant milestones, expanded our reach 

to diverse communities, and strengthened our high-performance pathways. This report 

highlights the key achievements and focuses on our strategic endeavors to ensure 

sustainable growth and inclusive participation across Australia.
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✓327 Sporting Schools sessions delivered
✓40,952 unique participants

✓1,179 participants with a disability



Para Badminton Highlights

Para Badminton has been a standout area this 

year, with numerous high-performance 

achievements and strong community engagement. 

Notable successes include record participation at 

the Para Nationals, and World Championships, as 

well as impressive performances at international 

events in Bahrain, Uganda, Japan, and Dubai. Our 

development camps, held in Victoria, New South 

Wales, South Australia and Western Australia, have 

been crucial in identifying and nurturing talent.

The support for our Para Falcons and coaches has 

been robust, with secured AIS funding for head 

coach roles and athlete support, helping to cover 

some of the international travel expenses, and 

introducing a formal categorisation framework for 

the first time. We have also strengthened 

collaborations with key organizations such as 

Paralympics Australia. These partnerships have 

been instrumental in promoting and supporting 

Para Badminton. We admire all athletes who 

dedicated significant time and resources in their 

quest to qualify for Paris Paralympics and 

congratulate Celine Vinot and Mischa Ginns for 

their selection by the Badminton World Federation 

(BWF) bipartite committee.

LGBTQ+ Inclusion Efforts

Our efforts towards LGBTQ+ inclusion have 

progressed. Following an initial submission, we 

are working towards obtaining the Pride In Sport 

Bronze status, a significant step towards formal 

recognition of our commitment to inclusivity. Our 

active participation in events like the Out In The 

Open Festival, and the facilitation of inclusive 

badminton sessions have supported and grown 

our LGBTQ+ community.

Participation & Para
Continued
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Key Strategic Opportunities

Looking forward, there are several strategic 

opportunities that we aim to pursue to continue our 

growth and success. Enhancing participation and 

diversity remains a priority. We will broaden the 

accessibility of our programs, such as Shuttle Smash, 

to reach wider and more diverse communities, 

including underrepresented groups. Leveraging 

successful models and expanding them into new 

regions or populations will be key to our success.

In the coaching realm, accelerating the review process 

for curriculum updates and integrating the latest 

practices and technologies will help us improve 

coaching efficiency. Increasing online and remote 

training opportunities will also enhance accessibility 

and flexibility for our coaches. Strengthening high-

performance pathways is another strategic focus. We 

will work towards securing long-term funding from 

AIS and other bodies to ensure consistent support for 

our high-performance programs. Additionally, 

enhancing the frequency and regional diversity of 

development camps will be crucial in identifying and 

nurturing talent from across Australia.

In officiating, developing and promoting junior 

programs aimed at younger participants will build a 

sustainable pool of future officials. Utilizing new ASC 

officiating resources fully will ensure our training 

modules remain comprehensive and contemporary, 

providing high-quality training experiences.

Conclusion

The 2023-2024 period has been a landmark year for 

Badminton Australia. Our commitment to expanding 

participation and enhancing high-performance 

pathways is evident in our achievements. This reflects 

the dedication of our coaches, officials, and athletes, 

as well as the supportive community that keeps 

badminton thriving in Australia. As we move forward, 

we are poised to build on these successes and explore 

new opportunities to elevate the sport further.

By maintaining a focus on inclusivity, continuous 

improvement, and strategic partnerships, Badminton 

Australia ensures that we remain a leader in 

promoting badminton across all levels of play and 

community engagement.







Events
Anthony Pinda
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Events

Event highlights during the 2023/2024 Financial Year included a full calendar of Badminton 

Australia sanctioned tournaments, including the YONEX Australian National Team and 

Individual Championships (U13/U17, U15/U19), Para Badminton and Open Nationals). The FY 

also included several BWF sanctioned events such as the Sathio Group Australian Badminton 

Open, YONEX Bendigo International and Sydney International.

One of the biggest highlights was the success of the Australian National Para Championships 

held at the Western Suburbs Badminton Association in Victoria and included 35 competitors 

from numerous States and Territories and from throughout the Oceania region. The 

tournament also included the first-ever Team Event which was held successfully with plenty of 

positive feedback.

A key area of development overall within the event space was the introduction of the 

digital Badminton Australia National Events Calendar on Revolutionise Sport which has been 

utilised by our member States and Territories as a nation-wide calendar to promote sanctioned 

tournaments, and other key events. This has created a central website for members of the 

Australian badminton community to efficiently view all sanctioned events via a central 

platform. Badminton Australia will continue to work closely with State and Territory members 

to identify areas of both the Event Calendar and broader Revolutionise Sport platform that can 

benefit the badminton community.

In addition, the introduction of Coaching Accreditation at National Championship events, 

starting at the YONEX U15/U19 Australian National Team and Individual Championships 2023 

has been positively received by the community and is ensuring that a minimum standard is 

held by participating coaches.

Event growth opportunities:

• Continuous development of the National Event Calendar, including the possible 

introduction of advertising as a source of revenue for Badminton Australia and its State 

and Territory members.

• Increase participation opportunities at tournaments and within the broader community, 

with activities such as Shuttle Smash, Shuttle Time, and other areas related to stakeholder 

promotions/engagement.

• Increase opportunities for new and existing technical officials to advance their skills to 

ensure a strong event workforce exists in the future.​

• Engagement with new and existing sponsors to increase funding support from both 

Government and corporate industries.

Without the support of FY sponsors YONEX, City of Greater Bendigo, Victoria State Government 

and the host associations & clubs, this year’s events wouldn’t have been possible – thank you!

Huge Thank you to Ballarat Badminton, Bendigo Badminton, BAWA, and WSBA for their 

amazing support in delivering our national and international events in 2023/2024 as well 

as Badminton Oceania who continue to provide significant support to our events.

https://www.revolutionise.com.au/badminton/events/


A special thank you to Badminton Oceania and Yonex for their 
inredible support to the Yonex Bendigo International and many other 

areas of our event, high performance and participation programs.



Photo Credit: BadmintonPhoto

✓ NSW Thunder won the U17 June Bevan Trophy. We had the honour of 
having June Bevan presenting the trophy to the team in Ballarat

✓ Victoria Rebels won the inaugural U13 National Team Championships 
now renamed the Pat Daw OAM Trophy



Communications & Digital
Anthony Pinda

During the 2023/24 Financial Year, Badminton Australia’s digital presence experienced strong 

levels of growth primarily led by content related to high-performance events such as the lead 

up to the 2024 Paris Olympics, YONEX Bendigo International, Sathio Group Australian 

Badminton Open, YONEX Australian National Team and Individual Championship events 

(U13/U17, U15/U19), Australian National Para Badminton Championships, Badminton Oceania 

Team and Individual Championships, Thomas and Uber Cups, and in particularly the 

promotion of BWF sanctioned Para Badminton tournaments.

Across Badminton Australia’s social media channels there’s been the following growth of 

overall engagement:​

• 1.4m people reached on Facebook, an increase of 225.7%

• More than 130,000 Facebook page visits, an increase of 440.8% with 64.9k content 

interactions up by 195.3%

• Instagram reach is now at 51.8k up 332.5%, with 8.4k content interactions up by 100.7%

• The Shuttler E-Newsletter was delivered to more than 14,000 Subscribers with an average 

open rate of 46.4%

• Average of 24.7k Livestream views of National Championship events across YouTube and 

Facebook Live.

Digital areas that have scope for further utilisation and improvement:

·  Creating opportunities and finding new stakeholders to promote and monetise our 

Digital products, including the development of a Badminton Australia app.

·  Continuous innovation and improvement of the Badminton Australia National Events 

Calendar and further investigation into combining it with the existing Badminton Australia 

website.

·  Further engagement and collaboration with Badminton Oceania, Badminton World 

Federation and other partners to promote badminton more broadly.

With Badminton Australia’s digital footprint on an upward trajectory, we aim to set a high 

standard as a National Sports Organisation that is fully committed to setting the industry 

standard of being socially responsible. As the number of members of the Australian 

badminton community who engage with our digital platforms continues to grow, this will 

become even more important in the future.

Let’s Play!

Photo Credit: BadmintonPhoto
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Technical
Officials

Sandra David - BATOC Chair
Badminton Australian Technical Officials Committee (BATOC) Report

2023/2024 in Review

Another big year for the BATOC committee, as we continue to provide new 
opportunities and build on previous programs.

On The World Stage, we now have a BWF Referee Assessor, Jane Wheatley, 2 
BWF Umpire Assessors, David Turner and Kelly Hoare, BWF Technical Officials 
committee member, Peter Cocker. Together with, a BWF Referee, 2 BWF Umpires 
and 6 BWF Line Judges. Then, added to that the many Oceania Qualified 
Officials, makes us a strong force within the region.

2023-2024 saw a continuation of our “Umpire in Training “ course held in 
conjunction with our Junior Nationals Carnivals, resulting in 15 New umpires. 
BATOC also held a “ Referee in Training” at the 2024 Ede Clendinnen Carnival, 
with 8 people completing the course, from all over Australia. We are now 
working hard to qualify these Referees.

Successful 2023-2024 Assessments:
BWF Umpire Cynthia Tam (VIC), Oceania Accredited Referee Eugene Glazman 
(WA), Oceania Line Judges Vicky Zhang (TAS), Stephen Sam (QLD), Alfred Ling 
(VIC) , Jie Liu(VIC) , Ying Jiang (VIC), Chaithanya Madhyastha (VIC) and Karen 
Ford (VIC).
National Certificated Umpires, Trista Li (NSW), Yun Loi Lok (NSW), Chris Milne 
(VIC) and Kasuni Madhumi (WA). BATOC now have 5 umpires on the Oceania 
Umpire development programme, with the addition of Trista Li. 

In 2024, Badminton Australia have started an Umpire Pool system for all 
National Carnivals. This move has proved successful, with some very good 
feedback from Umpires. As we move into the 2024-2025 financial year, we 
have a number of officials excited about the opportunities ahead, with many 
having been appointed to the Olympics and Para Olympics, early in the year.

Thank you to everyone who supported the development of our Officials 
throughout the year, and we look forward to bigger and brighter things ahead.
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Badminton Australia Falcon Uniform Artwork
Photo Credit: BadmintonPhoto

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v-Pl5ASIlGE&t=3s 

Unveiling and presentation of the Badminton Australia Falcons 
commemorative shirt during the Yonex Australian National Championships in 

Bendigo in May 2024
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FINANCE REPORT

Julie McDonald & Anna Ronald

Badminton Australia’s (BA’s) financial result for the 2023/24 year was a surplus 

of $55,061, which was primarily due to: 

• Operational budget control within the funding received, which enabled the 

retention of Sporting Schools net income

• Higher interest rates in comparison to the previous financial year, 

combined with additional funds invested in term deposit

• Overall BA events operated in surplus

Additionally, BA sold the Williamstown property due to being surplus to 

organisational needs.  Overall BA made a surplus of $127K, based on the 

difference between the booked original price and the sale price.  The 23/24 

financials showed a loss of $44K, which was due to the carrying amount of the 

asset during the financial year and the price BA sold the property for. 

Funds are currently invested and will be managed and invested back into 

badminton based on the organisation investment policy.

BA continued to see elevated activity throughout the 2023/24 year, as follows:

• BA was able to run five events with all events, except for the Bendigo 

International, experiencing an increase in entries.

➢ Australian National Champs
➢ International Event (Bendigo)
➢ Para Badminton Event (Para Nationals)
➢ U13 / U17 Champs
➢ U15 / U19 Champs

• International travel substantially increased for High Performance and Para-

badminton, where players attended many tournaments and events in 

preparation for the Paris 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games. All 

additional funding received to support players in preparation for Paris 2024 

has been fully utilised.

Looking ahead, BA will continue to invest in the High Performance and 

Participation strategies with the financial support of the Australian Sports 

Commission, Australian Olympic Commission, Commonwealth Games Australia, 

Paralympics, BWF and Badminton Oceania, with the 2024/25 budget anticipated 

to break even.

Photo Credit: Commonwealth Games Australia 40
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Thank You
To All Our 2023/2024 
Sponsors & Partners
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